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INFORMAL MINUTES
May 15, 2006 2:00 p.m. Room 32, Courthouse

PRESENT: Commissioners Leslie Lewis, Kathy George, and Mary P. Stern.

Staff: John Mr. Gray, Jr., John Krawczyk, Steve Mikami, Bill Gille, Murray Paolo, and
Laura Tschabold.

Guests: David Bates, News-Register; and Cassie Sollars, candidate for commissioner.

* indicates item forwarded to formal agenda

Leslie called the meeting to order.

* Personnel - Steve presented personnel requests from various departments.  See agenda for
details.

* Contracts/Grants - See agenda for details.

* Road Vacations - Approve Public Works Docket RV-4-2006, a request for vacation of a
portion of County Road #185, petitioners Darrell Mount and Columbia Empire Farms, Inc., no
public hearing required pursuant to ORS 368.351.

Mary suggested holding a public hearing since this would affect traffic patterns and many
drivers will be upset about closing the shortcut.  John G suggested going ahead with the vacation
since Dan Linscheid and Bill Gille have recommended approval based on public safety concerns. 
Leslie stated that she would field any calls from citizens afterwards.

* Approve Public Works Docket RV-5-2005, a request for vacation of a portion of
Redmond Hill Road, no public hearing required pursuant to ORS 368.351.

* Measure 37 - Consideration of M37-122-05, a Measure 37 claim authorizing W.N. and
Harriet Gahr to make application to subdivide 349 acres into lots of various sizes to be used for
residential development, RV and camping sites, a restaurant, sales, and educational purposes, as
continued from May 10, 2006. 

John G explained that Mr. Gahr had indicated he was ready to sign a form of agreement
to place the claim on hold until further notice while he worked on revising the application, but
Mike Brandt had received notice today that Mr. Gahr has decided not to sign the agreement,
although he does have additional information to submit regarding his plans for the property.  He
suggested that the Board go ahead and take action on the claim on Wednesday and allow that
material come into the record for purposes of review.

Court Facilities - The Board discussed the State Court Facilities Task Force (see attached letter). 
No action was taken.
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The meeting recessed at 2:45 p.m. and reconvened at 2:50 p.m.

Homeland Security Grants - Laura discussed the four county project proposals received for grant
consideration (see attached memo).  She stated that funding is extremely restrictive this year and
the communication system is the highest priority.  The consensus was to move all four projects
forward for consideration, with the Emergency Operations Plan proposal being revised to
include coordination with other jurisdictions.

West Side Road Bridge - Bill stated that since the Oregon Department of Transportation has
changed its philosophy regarding shear cracks, the county should renegotiate its contract to
rehabilitate West Side Road Bridge instead of replace it.  He stated that this would save the
county about $500,000 and would help compensate for higher bids on other bridge projects due
to increased costs of steel, concrete, and petroleum products.  The Board’s consensus was to
have Bill renegotiate with ODOT and bring an amended intergovernmental agreement back to
the Board for approval.

Melott Road Improvements - John G stated that as long as the county just grants the permit and
does not administer the contract, there should be no prevailing wage requirement.  He said he
would send a request to the Bureau of Labor & Industries (BOLI) about the prevailing wage
issue and hope to get a favorable ruling.  He noted that Melott Road is one of 371 improvement
project requests submitted to the county.

Tangleboxing - Susan Ruggles, Parks Board member, explained that Tangleboxing is a treasure
hunt activity being planned at county parks this summer as part of the Parks Day event in
September.  She suggested that since she has no interest in keeping the name “Tangleboxing”for
herself, the county consider copyrighting it, especially if the activity will be offered again next
year.  She discussed fundraising and promotional efforts for the Parks Day event and expressed
her hope that it will be a huge success for the county for years to come.

* Residence Districts - Rescind Board Orders 04-666 and 05-1071, designating residence
districts on Wheatland Road and Grand Island Road.

PEL Conversion - The Board briefly discussed the option of converting Personal Extended
Leave to the Voluntary Employees’ Beneficiary Association (VEBA).  John G recommended
hiring a benefits lawyer to provide some advice on the issue.  John K said the expense could
come from the self-insurance fund.

* Carlton Fire District - Set the first public hearing on a petition for a new Carlton Fire
District for June 14, 2006.  John G stated that sufficient signatures had been submitted to the
County Clerk, along with a deposit and feasibility study.

The meeting adjourned at 3:42 p.m.

Anne Britt
Secretary
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