
INFORMAL MINUTES
October 19, 2009 2:00 p.m. Oval Office

PRESENT: Commissioners Leslie Lewis, Kathy George, and Mary P. Stern.

Staff: Laura Tschabold, John M. Gray, Jr., John Krawczyk, Silas Halloran-Steiner, Scott
Maytubby, and Ken Friday.

Guests: Hannah Hoffman, News-Register.

* indicates item forwarded to formal agenda

Leslie called the meeting to order.

* Personnel - Pat presented personnel requests from various departments.  See agenda for
details.  

H1N1 Flu - Pat gave an update on flu shot vaccines.  John G stated that he has drafted a
memorandum of understanding for YCEA to review that would allow supervisors to send
employees home if they appear to have the flu and also to allow an FET deficit of up to 40 hours
for flu cases.  He said that the deficit would have to be offset before any additional FET could be
used.  He said that if an employee is sent home and then provides a doctor’s note stating that he
or she did not have the flu, the FET would be reimbursed.

Special Needs & Criminal Justice System Project - Silas Halloran-Steiner provided an update on
the project timeline and discussed prevailing needs (see Exhibit A).  He reviewed the results of
the survey conducted in Phase 1, which had 187 respondents.  He stated that the kickoff meeting
would be held later in the week, after which smaller groups would meet to work on prevailing
needs.

* Change Fund - Increase the Assessor’s Office change fund to $750 during the tax
collection season.

Land Use - Ken Friday briefed the Board on three dockets scheduled for public hearing on
October 28: PAZ-03-09 and Z-02-09, applicant Elizabeth Fettig, and PA-02-09, applicants Van
Dyke Riverview Farms, LLC, and Tim Landauer.  The commissioners agreed to do a site visit
for PA-02-09 on October 23 at 9:00 a.m.

* Minutes - See agenda for formal session minutes to be approved.

B. O. 09-697 - April 13, 2009
B. O. 09-698 - May 18, 2009
B. O. 09-699 - June 1, 2009
B. O. 09-700 - June 29, 2009
B. O. 09-701 - July 6, 2009
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B. O. 09-702 - July 20, 2009
B. O. 09-703 - July 27, 2009
B. O. 09-704 - August 17, 2009
B. O. 09-705 - August 24, 2009
B. O. 09-706 - September 21, 2009
B. O. 09-707 - September 28, 2009

Kathy moved approval of the informal session minutes listed above.  The motion passed
unanimously.  

* Contracts/Grants - See agenda for details. 

* Ordinance - Consideration of adoption of Ordinance 844 authorizing Community
Corrections to conduct criminal history background checks for persons seeking shelter provided
by YCAP.

* Committees - See agenda for details.  John G expressed concern about the propriety of
having the commissioners serve on the Board of Property Tax Appeals, but said that it would be
good for them to take the training.

* Policy - Consideration of adopting a county policy on access by media to executive
sessions, as continued from October 14, 2009.  John G stated that newspapers would be listed
individually in the policy, but any radio station licensed by the FCC would be accepted as news
media.

Courthouse Improvements - Laura presented two quotes from Randy Saunders of RSS
Architecture, P.C.: one for $16,416 plus up to $2800 for reimbursable expenses for updating the
courthouse facilities study, and one for $101,011 plus up to $3800 for reimbursable expenses for
design of the courthouse HVAC system.  She said that Brian Dunn would like to get the HVAC
engineering done ahead of time so the project is ready to go when the funds are received.  She
stated that the federal funds should come in a few months, but the state funds won’t be available
until the spring.  She added that the state funds are not guaranteed, so there would be some risk
in expending the money prior to then.  John K stated that if the Board decides to go ahead with
the projects, the best source of funding would be the O&C Reserve Fund.  After some
discussion, Laura agreed to find out if Randy’s quote includes everything necessary for the
HVAC engineering, how long it would take to complete, and whether there is any deadline for
using the funds.

County Governance Structure - Laura distributed handouts outlining three different concepts for
a strong county administrator form of governance and a handout listing proposed roles for the
county administrator and the commissioners (see Exhibit B).  After discussing the options, the
Board agreed to start with Option 2 with the following modifications: list the Fair, Cove Orchard
Sewer Service District, and Extension Service District in a separate box under joint supervision
by the Board and the County Administrator; remove the Admin Services box under Budget
Director; and include Finance in the Admin Services box under the Assistant Administrator.
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In discussing the proposed roles, Leslie stated that hiring of department heads should be
done jointly by the county administrator and the commissioners.  John K suggested making the
county administrator a contract position, since that person would be acting as chief executive
officer for about two-thirds of the organization.  Pat reviewed salary information for
administrators of comparable counties and agreed to look for more data on assistant
administrators.  

After further discussion, John K suggested having the new structure in place by January
1, 2010.  Laura agreed to work with Pat to get the job descriptions written for the administrator
and assistant administrator positions within the next two weeks.  Mary noted that the HHS
Director job description needs to be updated as well.  The commissioners agreed to discuss the
proposed changes with their liaison department heads and then to have a group discussion at the
next Management Roundtable.

The meeting adjourned at 4:25 p.m.

Anne Britt
Secretary
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