
INFORMAL SESSION MINUTES Commissioners’ Office
June 25, 2012 2:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Commissioners Lewis and George; Commissioner Stern excused

STAFF: Laura Tschabold, County Administrator
Chuck Vesper, Deputy County Administrator
Rick Sanai, County Counsel
Pat Anderson, HR Manager
Ted Smietana, Community Corrections Manager
Silas Halloran-Steiner, HHS Director
Keith Urban, retiring Chemical Dependency Program Manager

GUESTS: Steve Small, former BLM Salem District Manager, Salem 
Kim Titus, BLM Salem District Manager

Nathalie Hardy, News-Register
Allen Springer

* indicates item forwarded to weekly agenda

* Personnel - Pat presented personnel action requests as requested by department heads.  See
agenda for details.

* Property & General Liability Binder - CIS / Marsh USA, Inc. - Annual insurance binder. 
Chuck stated that although worker’s compensation insurance has increased by 18% total, the Marsh
premium for 2012-13 has decreased to approximately $30,000 less than 2011-12.

* Contracts - See agenda for contracts submitted for Board approval.

Request to name a road - Public works acquired a short roadway to connect 99W with Old Station
Road.  The affected property owner has requested the road be named “Squires Way”.   Board
consensus was to agree to the request, pending agreement from the County’s engineer and surveyor,
at which time the request will be placed on an agenda.

Health & Human Services - Silas thanked Keith for his many years of service to the County and the
clients of chemical dependency. Keith stated that having traveled to and evaluated other programs
within the state, he is convinced that the County’s attention to and sympathy for addicts is
outstanding, and that the County has consistently stayed with its commitment to this important task. 

Silas stated the Special Needs Task Force will meet on July 17  and each commissioner isth

invited.  He stated that a Veterans Summit is planned for September 19 with the goal of bringing the
community together with crisis partners and local agencies.
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Community Corrections - Ted Smietana stated that financial cuts and layoffs of State staff have
created uncertainly at the local county levels as well, and that as of next week, there will be no 
leadership in place at the State community corrections level.  He stated that changes in staffing in
his department have lead to redirecting some responsibilities and to recalling Jennifer Gonzales who
was initially laid off last spring due to lack of funding.   Ted stated that the remodel of the office is
complete and an open house is scheduled for July 9  at 1:00 p.m.   th

Bureau of Land Management - Steve Small and Kim Titus introduced themselves to the Board and
discussed current BLM issues and concerns that affect or involve the County.  Kim stated there are
32,000 acres of BLM land in Yamhill County, primarily involving forest management and timber
restoration.  She said that generally BLM manages foothill timber areas, while the forest service
manages the higher locations.  She stated that restoration projects are extremely active, and include
working with the watershed management and soil & water conservation districts.  She stated that a
comprehensive inventory is currently underway in the Grand Ronde area, partnering with the Tribe.

Steve and Kim discussed the BLM’s youth efforts which focus, among other things, on
developing youth interest in science and math by having them work on BLM projects during the
summer.  

Kim stated that BLM is working on a comprehensive planning project anticipated to be
completed by 2015 which will involve input from Yamhill and other counties. (See the attached
“Fact Sheet”.)  She said the scope of this plan will be very important to the future of BLM’s
involvement and impact in western Oregon. 

* Appropriation authority, supplemental budget, budget resolution for 2012-13.   Laura stated
she is working on finalizing all changes and will have the final budget amount at Thursday’s formal
session.

Adjourn: 3:15 p.m.

Carol Ann White
Secretary
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