
INFORMAL SESSION MINUTES
March 23, 2015 2:00 p.m. Commissioners’ Office Conference Room

PRESENT: Commissioners Allen Springer, Mary Starrett, and Stan Primozich.

Staff: Laura Tschabold, Chuck Vesper, Christian Boenisch, Silas Halloran-Steiner, and John
Phelan. 

Guests: Nicole Montesano, News-Register; John Valley, Oregon College Savings Network.

* indicates item forwarded to formal agenda

Allen called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m.

* Contracts/Grants - see agenda for details.

Oregon 529 College Savings Network - John Valley provided a general overview of the Oregon College
Savings Plan and a new pilot program involving several school districts across the state including the
McMinnville School District.  Mr. Valley asked that the Commissioners consider supporting the pilot
program by declaring September as “Be College Ready Month”.  

Department updates

HHS:  Silas Halloran-Steiner updated the Commissioners regarding the most recent Public
Health accreditation site visit.   He stated that the Abacus building project is on task and going forward. 
Silas is also working on a transitional housing project and that is still in the works and being drafted.  In
the community Silas has been working on a respite care model with Catholic Community Services and
that is still in draft form.  Silas stated that the Sheriff’s office is looking at a grant for community
intervention training and doing more of that locally and HHS would be able to partner with them.

Public Works: John Phelan stated that they had a HCP site visit with the experts.  The experts
were pleased that the county is ahead of schedule for this calendar year.  John distributed the MIP list
that came out last week and stated that Baker Rock was the successful bidder.  RIAC is working on a
revision of the CRIP program that should be ready to go to the Commissioners in the next month for
review.  Overall public works is about three weeks ahead of schedule.  Kiosk bids went out and
SeaReach was the successful bidder for that project.  The vegetation group is meeting tomorrow and this
could be the final meeting for now until something else comes up.  He stated that the bridge project
involving the DeJong bridge has been set back because the funding is not available to rebuild a new
bridge.  An alternative plan will need to be looked at in order to sustain the load limit on the bridge and
repair it.  

Laura Tschabold stated that the pay phone at the Courthouse has been a free service to the county
until now.  Frontier is now imposing a charge of $660.00 per year to continue this service.  The usage of
the phone is minimal and outgoing calls has amounted to about $10/yr.  Laura proposed that this pay
phone be removed unless if there are any objections.  Christian asked if the courts would have any
concerns with us removing the phone.  Laura stated that she would check with the presiding judge
regarding this proposal.  



Laura also stated that she had received a draw request regarding the bypass project and she was
wondering if there was a process to follow before releasing the funds.  Allen stated that she could check
with Mr. Haugeberg’s office to confirm the details regarding the process.  

Following commissioner updates the meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

Lucy Flores Mendez
Secretary
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